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INTRODUCTION

Currently, an estimated 1.9 million people are living with limb loss in the United States. Of those persons living with limb loss, 54%
lost their limb(s) due to complications related to vascular disease — including diabetes and peripheral arterial disease — 45% lost their
limb(s) due to a traumatic accident and less than 2% had an amputation due to cancer. Non-whites comprise about 42% of the limb
loss population in the United States. The number of persons living with limb loss in the United States is expected to double by 2050
due to increasing rates of diabetes and vascular disease. (1)

Each year an estimated 185,000 amputation procedures are performed in the United States (2). The leading causes of amputation
among adults are vascular disease — including complications related to diabetes and peripheral arterial disease - trauma, and cancer.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in 2009 there were 68,000 amputations due to complications related
to diabetes (3).

A total of 15,149 amputations were performed in California hospitals in 2014. This Fact Sheet highlights the trends and most current
incidence of amputation in California.

1. AMPUTATION TRENDS

1.1: Amputation Trends,
California (1997-2014)
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1.2: Upper-Extremity Amputation Trends,
California (1997-2014)
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Source: Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project HCUPnet database http://hcupnet.ahrq.gov/

From 1997 to 2014, a total of
19,951 upper limb amputation
procedures were performed in the
state of California. This represents
6.47% decrease of upper-extremity
amputations performed in the state
during this time period. (See Graph
1.2).

1.3: Lower-Extremity Amputation Trends,

California (1997-2014)
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2. INCIDENCE OF AMPUTATION

2.1: Upper-Extremity Amputations,
California (2014)
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2.2: Lower-Extremity Amputations,
California (2014)
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3. WHO LOSES A LIMB? (2014)

In 2014, most amputations in California were performed on
individuals aged 45-64 years old (7,241) followed by the age
group of 65-84 year olds (5,165). (See Graph 3.1)

3.2: Ampuations by Sex,
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3.1: Amputations by Age Group, California
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There more than two times more amputations
performed on male patients in California in 2014
than on female patients (See Graph 3.2).
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In 2014 most of the amputations in the state of California
were performed on patients who were White (43.07%),
Hispanic (37.98%), or African American (11.24%). (See Graph
3.3)

3.4: Ampuations by Payer Type,
California (2014)
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3.3: Amputations by Race/Ethnicity, California
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Source: Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project HCUPnet database
http://hcupnet.ahrq.gov/

Medicare recipients ranked as the most common group to
have an amputation procedure (See Graph 3.4).
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4.1: Diabetes Trends (in thousands; 18+),

Diabetes is a leading California (2014)
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Source: CDC Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System https://gis.cdc.gov/grasp/diabetes/DiabetesAtlas.html

4.2: Existing Diabetes per 100 Adults (18+),
California (2014)
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5. HEALTHCARE COSTS

5.1: Overall Healthcare Charges for Upper-Extremity

For persons with a unilateral Amputations, California (2014)
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Charges represent what the hospital
billed for the case, and may not
represent all discharges for
amputations. (See Graph 5.1

Source: Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project HCUPnet database http://hcupnet.ahrq.gov/
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5.2: Overall Healthcare Charges for Lower-
Extremity Amputations, California (2014)
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